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Spelling Bee 

Birch Aquarium 

Deadline Jan. 6 

Read to Succeed 

Commit to be fit! 

USS Midway 

Deadline Feb. 3 

Museum of Man 

Deadline Feb. 24 

Roynon Museum 

Deadline Feb. 24 

Whale Watching 

Deadline March 2 

Parent Connect Meeting 

Papa John’s Pizza 

Balboa Park Free Days 

Class Schedules 

Counselor’s Corner 
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�������� �                  20112011--2012 GSDA Spelling2012 GSDA Spelling --BeeBee  
        Attention all Grades 3-8 
      January 20, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
      Where- Scripps Ranch Library 

      10301 Scripps Lake Dr. 

      San Diego, CA 92131  (858) 538-8158                                                 
      Get Directions 

If your student is interested in participating, please sign the interest list posted 
at your site, or email Bob Anderson at randerson@jdusd.net.  Ask your con-
sultant for the Study Materials which also may be found on our website, 
gsdacademy.com.  The GSDA 7th-8th grade winner will have an opportunity to 
participate in the 43rd annual San Diego Union-Tribune Countywide Spelling 
Bee in March!  RSVP by January 6 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, January 27, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
GSDA is hosting an informational and fun day focused on our middle and 

high school students at the San Diego Office of Education in Mission Valley. 

We will have information on our new high school program, funding college, 
Grad Night and much more! 

There will be specific breakout sessions for middle school students, high 
school students and parents. 

This event is free to GSDA families, but is valuable information. 

Breakfast and lunch will be provided to those that RSVP to their site admin 
for the event by 1/20/12. 

 

GSDA will be 
CLOSED Jan.16 in 

observance of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day 
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When K-6 students read recreationally for 6 hours, they can earn a free Six Flags ticket. Please pick 
up your reading log and parent letter at your site.  To be eligible, reading log must be completed and 
returned prior to March 1. 
 

GSDA/Jan. 12 

 
 

The Birch Aquarium at Scripps is dedicated to providing its guests with interactive and hands on program-
ming that connects them to our ocean, earth, and atmosphere. 

Select one of the  educational classes below and enjoy the rest of the day exploring the aquarium. 

Shark Survivor:    Recommended for grades K-6 Begins at 9:30 - 10:30  

How do sharks survive challenges of nature and those presented by humans? The aquarium’s live shark dis-
plays provide an ideal living classroom for students to explore the challenges sharks face and how they have 
adapted to survive for more than 400 million years. Students will tour shark exhibits to observe live shark be-
havior and adaptations and use hands-on models to discover sharks’ unique design  

 Climate Challenge : Recommended for grades 7-12 Begins at 11:15 – 12:15 

It’s an undisputed fact: climate change is happening NOW. Step up to the challenging task of not only investi-
gating the major causes of climate change, but grappling with solutions to slow these changes. Students will 
engage in hands-on activities as well as friendly debates as they explore the challenges scientists, policy 
makers, and individuals face when addressing this important issue.    
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bagged lunches. On-site picnic tables are available in the front of the facility. 
When:   Friday, January 13, 2012   Arrive before 9:10 at the Education Dept. (to the left of the front gate)  

(We must enter as a group)       

Where:  Birch Aquarium, 9500 Gilman Dr #0207, La Jolla, CA 92093 

Parking:  The aquarium offers three hours of free courtesy parking. More than 3 hours you may purchase 
parking passes for $8 per vehicle from the Education Dept. at the aquarium 

Who:    This field trip is appropriate for all ages. 

Cost:    �����������	����� !����������������	��	����"������� ����  

For questions, contact Beci Patin 858-536-7930    Attending Consultant: Kelly Aquino and Becca Pelton 

���������	�
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Send your field trip request form  with payment and class choice to your resource cen ter by  

January 6, 2012. 
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One of our school goals is to have physically fit and fitness aware members. 

Join us in our commitment to health by asking your site admin for a paper shoe on which to write 
your personal fitness goal. 

Your goal will be posted at your site to share with everyone. 

And as we all know, we are much more accountable when we share our goals. 

If you know of a fitness event that we can share as a family, post the details to our Meetup group or 
send them to your consultant to share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepare yourself for a lifetime memory aboard the USS Midway Museum. You'll explore a floating city at 
sea and relive nearly 50 years of world history aboard the longest-serving Navy aircraft carrier of the 20th 
century.  

The USS Midway has an imaginary crew primed and ready to take our students on an amazing educational 
tour of the USS Midway. Come aboard and visit 40 different stops around Midway and learn how this im-
mense ship operates. Engines roar, alarms scream, and even Sir Issac Newton chimes in a few important 
physics tips during the Student Audio Tour (SAT). The self-guided tour is designed to explain the “science 
behind the machine” and give you a glimpse of what it was like to live and work with 4,500 other men and 
women in the middle of the ocean. 

When:   Friday, February 10, 2012   9:15 a.m.-2:00 p.m.   Arrive early as we must enter as a group .  Trip             
   occurs rain or shine. 

Where: USS Midway, 910 N. Harbor Dr. San Diego, CA 92101 619-398-8271 

There is city parking in front of the USS Midway Museum. The fee is $7  per spot for 4 hours.  

Who:   All ages 

Cost:  $6.00 per person (ages 4 and up)  Membership passes are not accepted. 

The USS Midway recommends a snack or early meal before coming aboard the museum. There are no 
places to store/eat lunches on board. Prior to the field trip, visit www.midway.org and at the bottom of the 
home page click on the You Tube option for a 25 minute tour of the museum. Click on Exhibits & Activities 
and download an exhibit map to help determine priority areas for your visit while aboard. 

For questions, contact Beci Patin 858-536-7930 

Attending Consultant: Jan Marquez and Becca Reed 
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Send your field trip request form  with payment to your resource center by February 3 , 2012 
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Description: Join us for an up close and personal “hands on “approach to the world of fossils.  
Highly interactive earth science field trip that includes a hour guided tour and a one hour workshop 
where students will build their own rock/mineral fossil kit. 

When Monday, March 5 check-in before  8:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (rain or shine) 

 We will check-in and enter as a group at 8:45 a.m. 

Where: Roynon Museum of Paleontology  521 Muriel Lane, Escondido, CA 92025  760-746-5054    

Who: K-8  

Cost: $12 per student (includes the fossil kit)   

One adult and children 3 & under are free.  $6 per additional adult 

For questions, contact Beci Patin 858-536-7930 

Attending Consultant: Carol Thompson 

�����������	�
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Send your field trip request form  with payment to your resource center by February 2 4, 2012  

�

  

 
 

 
 

Students will journey back in time to the ancient city of Amarna, the childhood home of King Tut!  
This fascinating exhibit showcases 3,000-year-old artifacts, students can observe ancient life and 
death on the Nile. This  will inspire scientific inquiry and awe through the artistic creativity of these 
priceless artifacts, including the rare coffin of a young child, one of seven in the known world! 
Since this is the fourth Tuesday you also have free access to other museums: Air & Space Muse-
um, Automotive Museum and the Hall of Champions Museum. Enjoy! 
Backpacks are not allowed in the Museum. Lunches can be left in a designated area in museum.  
 
When:   February 28, 2012 check in before 9:45 a.m. at the steps in front of the museum. 
              Please allow time for traffic and parking as we mus t enter as a group!  
Where:  Museum of Man, 1350 El Prado, Balboa Park, San Diego, CA 92101 
Who:     Appropriate for all ages.  
Cost:    $8 per person, children under 3 are free if they do not participate in the activities  
For questions please call Beci Patin 858-536-7930 
Attending Consultants: Michelle D’Augusta and Kim Tiffany 
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Send your field trip request form with payment to your resource center by February 24, 2012. 
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Description: 

The tour is guided by experts from Birch Aquarium at Scripps. Proceeds from each tour help support Birch Aquarium at 
Scripps’ education and conservation programs. In addition to California gray whale adults and calves, you could also see 
finback whales, blue whales, humpback whales, minke, killer, and false killer whales. Additionally, you could see pods of 
hundreds of dolphins including rissos, common and white sided, and other marine life such as sea lions and a variety of 
coastal birds. 

 

When     Monday, March 12, 2012 

               Check in at 9:15 at the Flagship Ticket Booth (black awning) 

               We must check-in and board as a group.  

               Departure is 9:45 a.m. & returns at 1:15 p.m. 

     Trip occurs rain or shine! 

 

Where:     Flagship, 1050 North Harbor Dr. 

                #�	�$������%&�'" ! ��( ' -234-4111                 

                 

Who:        The field trip is appropriate for all students and will occur rain or shine. 

 

Cost:        $13.50 per person attending. Children 3 and under are free. 

                Parking is available at the Five Star parking lot across the  

                street at the corner of Broadway and Harbor Drive. Look for “Cruise  

                Ship Terminal” Parking. All day parking is $10. 

               USS Midway Parking lot is $7.00.  

 

Please be aware of the possibility of sea sickness. It is recommended not to consume orange juice or coffee before or during 
the cruise as it tends to upset the stomach. Please dress in layers as the ocean air can get pretty crisp even on a warm day 
and you may also get wet with over spray. Sack lunches may be brought aboard and a snack bar is also available.  Trip will 
occur regardless of weather conditions. 

 

For questions, contact Beci Patin 858-536-7930 

Attending Consultant:  Mary Ellen Prince and Robin Dubroy 
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Send your filed trip request form with payment to your resource center by 

March 2, 2012 
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East County Spring 2012 Semester Enrichment Class S chedule 
Classes begin week of Jan.23 end week of Apr 23 and are subject to change 

* Students provide their own guitar 

 

 

 

 

 

East County–  Jan. 26, 9:00-10:00 a.m. 

North County— TBD 

South County— Jan. 25, 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Central County— Jan.19,10:00-11:00 a.m. 

Day Time Grades Class Name Instructor EU 

Tuesday 9:00-10:15 K-12 The Art of Speaking Robin Kanzius 5/month 

Tuesday 10:15-11:45 K-12 Glee Madison 15/month 

Tuesday 11:45-12:00 K-12 Lunch Staff Bring your lunch 

Tuesday 12:00-1:15 K-3 *Guitar Anthony 25/month 

Tuesday 12:00– 1:15 4-12 Art Caralyn Henry 25/month 

Tuesday 1:15-2:30 4-12 *Guitar Anthony 25/month 

Wednesday 8:30-10:00 4-12 Lego Play-Well Tek 180/12 weeks 

Wednesday 10:00-11:00 4-7 Words Nely Fok 0 

Wednesday 11:00-12:00 4-6 Math Ann 0 

Wednesday 11:00-12:00 7-12 Yearbook Michelle 0 

Wednesday 12:00-12:15 4-12 Lunch staff Bring your lunch 

Wednesday 12:15-1:30 4-12 Sculpture Susan Kauffman 45/month 

Thursday 9:00-10:00 K-3 Art Caralyn Henry 25/month 

Thursday 10:00-11:00 K-1 Math Grace 0 

Thursday 10:00-11:00 2-3 Literacy Mary Ellen 0 

Thursday 11:00-12:00 2-3 Math Grace 0 

Thursday 11:00-12:00 K-1 Literacy Mary Ellen 0 

Thursday 12:00-12:15 K-12 Lunch Staff Bring your lunch 

Thursday 12:15-1:15 K-1 Performing Arts & PE every other week Kara Morrell  0 

Thursday 12:15-2:00 K-12 Social Studies Co-Op (parent attend-
ance is mandatory) 

Parents 0 

Wednesday 10:00-11:00 7-12 Tutoring Michelle 0 

If you are not yet registered with  , 
please register now! It is a fundraising program in which 
participating business partners (Macy’s, Vons, many local 
restaurants and more) contribute a percentage of your gro-
cery loyalty cards, credit card, and debit/ATM card pur-
chases to our school.  
You may find out the details of the program and sign up by 
clicking on the above icon.  Enter either our name, Greater 
San Diego Academy, or our group ID 500023777.  Click 
search and then click our name and continue your registra-
tion.  Your purchases will be tracked and available to you 
online, allowing you to see just how much you are earning 
on your child's behalf! Renew annually! 
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Central County Spring 2012 Semester Enrichment Clas s Schedule  
Classes begin week of Jan.23 end week of Apr. 23  and are subject to change. 

�������������������	
����������

Day Time Grade
s 

Class Name Instructor EU 

Tuesday 9:00-10:00 9-12 Tutoring(Space is limited) Ms.Becca/Ms.Robin 0 

Wednesday 9:00-10:30 9-12 Biology Lab Ms. Becca 0 

Wednesday 9:00-10:00 6-12 Knitting Ms Bunton 0 

Wednesday 10:00-11:30 6-12 Math Tutoring Ms. Robin 0 

Wednesday 11:00-11:30 6-12 Current Events Ms. Kim 0 

Wednesday 11:30-12:00 6-12 Lunch Staff Bring your own 

Wednesday 12:00-1:00 6-12 Yearbook Ms. Becca 0 

Wednesday 12:00-1:00 6-12 GSDA Newspaper Mr. Diamond 0 

Wednesday 1:00-1:30 6-12 Fascinating Places in SD County Ms. Diamond 0 

Wednesday 1:30-2:30 6-12 Improv Ms. Whitman 22/month 

Wednesday 2:30-3:30 6-12 Yoga Ms. Whitman 32/month 

Thursday 9:30-10:30 EAK-1 Circletime/Thematic Units Ms. Kim 0 

Thursday 9:30-10:30 2-3 Spanish Ms. Gloria 0 

Thursday 9:30-10:30 4-5 Writing Ms. Robin 0 

Thursday 10:30-11:30 EAK-1  Ms. Juliette 0 

Thursday 10:30-11:30 2-3 Writing Ms. Robin 0 

Thursday 10:30-11:30 4-5 Art Ms. Kim 0 

Thursday 11:30-11:50 EAK-5 Lunch Staff Bring your own 

Thursday 11:50-12:50 EAK-1 Music Ms. Dillon 30/month 

Thursday 11:50-12:50 2-5 Mad Science Mad Science Staff 69.95/6weeks 

Thursday 12:50-1:50 EAK-1 Mad Science Mad Science Staff 69/95/6weeks 

Thursday 12:50-1:50 2-5 Music Ms. Dillon 30/month 
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To support our school follow these 4 easy steps: 

1. Go to www.papajohns.com and log in to place your order.  . 

2. Enter GSDA2012 in the promo code box. (.01 Off your order will pop-up, add to order to have your 
order count towards our school)  A $10 minimum is required to be eligible for the donation. 

3. Choose any of the delicious products off the menu 

4. Wait for the doorbell and ENJOY! 

Help support Greater San Diego Academy by giving your friends, family and neighbors our GSDA2012 
promo code  to use before ordering from any of Papa John’s 29 San Diego Locations.                 
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Day Time Grades Class Name Instructor EU 

Tuesday  9:00 - 10:00  3-8 Math Lab Carol Thompson 0 

Tuesday  9:00 - 10:00  4-8 Science Dan Dernbach 20/mo 

Tuesday  10:00 - 11:00 3-5 Say it in Spanish Sonia Godinez 30/mo 

Tuesday  10:00 - 11:00  6-8  Life Science  Evan Jorgensen  0 

Tuesday  10:00 - 11:00  6-8 Physical Science Eric Shirley 0 

Tuesday  11:00-12:00 3-8 Verbal Volcanoes Linda Luisi  25/mo  

Tuesday  11:00 - 12:00  3-5  The Writers’ Group  Erin Burhans  20/mo  

Tuesday  11:00 - 12:00  6-12 Writing Made Easy  Jan Marquez  0 

Tuesday  12:00 - 12:30 3-8 Middle School Munch Eric Shirley Bring your lunch!  

Tuesday  12:30- 1:30 3-8  Greek & Latin Roots  Evelyn Wittman  20/mo  

Tuesday  12:30 - 1:30 K-12 Art w/ Linda Linda Luisi 30/mo  

Tuesday  1:30 - 2:30 4-8  Junior Improvisation  Evelyn Wittman  20/mo  

Tuesday  1:30 - 2:30 3-8 Math Lab Carol Thompson 0 

Tuesday  2:30 - 3:30 5-8  Big Questions Ellen Albistiqui-Dubois  20/mo  

Tuesday  2:30 3:30 4-8  Junior Yoga  Evelyn Wittman  30/mo  

Wednesday  9:00 - 10:00  K-3  Imagine If Evelyn Wittman 20/mo  

Wednesday  9:00 - 10:00  K-3  Arts & Crafts  Jennifer Glatt  0  

Wednesday  9:00-10:00 K-2 Sunshine Readers Jan Marquez 0 

Wednesday  10:00 - 11:00  K-3  Word Factory Evelyn Wittman 20/mo 

Wednesday  10:00-11:00 K-3  Math with Carol Carol Thompson 0 

Wednesday  11:00 – 12:00  K-3  Let’s Get Cooking  Jennifer Glatt 5/mo 

Wednesday  11:00-12:00 K-3 Let’s Play Yoga Evelyn Wittman 30/mo  

Wednesday  12:00-12:20  K-3 Lunch  with Friends Staff Bring your lunch 

Wednesday 12:20-1:20 K-3 Science with Sarah Sarah Damianos 0 

Wednesday 12:20-1:20 K-3 Life As An Egyptian Becki Owens 35/mo 

Wednesday 1:20-2:20 K-6 Passport to Cultures Ellen Albistigui-Dubois 20/mo 

Thursday  8:30 – 9:30  9-12  Algebra Lab  Carol Thompson 0 

Thursday  8:30 -9:30 9-12  High School Writing Evan Jorgensen 0  

Thursday  9:30-11:00 9-12  Biology Lab Evan Jorgensen 0 

Thursday  9:30-11:00 6-12  Chemistry Lab Eric Shirley 0 

Thursday  11:00-12:00 K-12  Glee Club (Vocal Choir) CCMA 20/mo  

Thursday  11:00-12:15 7-12  Teen Talk & More Dr. Charles Wilson Bring your lunch 

Thursday  12:15-1:15 4-12  Guitar CCMA 
40/mo  

Bring your guitar 

Thursday  12:15-1:15 9-12  Current Events Eric Shirley 0 

Thursday 1:15-2:45 9-12 Teen Improvisation Evelyn Wittman 25/mo 

Thursday 2:45-3:45 9-12 Teen Yoga Evelyn Wittman 30/mo 

Wednesday 1:20-2:20 K-3 American Symbols-Colonial History Becki Owens 35/mo 

 
Classes are subject to change.        

North County Spring 2012 Semester Enrichment Class Schedule Begins Jan. 17 through Apr. 26  

Why should you join GSDA’s MeetUp Group?    ·  The members are friendly and helpful 

·  GSDA posts activities and events for families to attend  ·  You can post events that you want other people to 
attend    ·  You might find a group to join for cooperative learning 

·  The more people we have involved, the more opportunities there are for interaction 

Go to: http://www.meetup.com/GSDAHomeschoolers/ to request membership and start  Meeting Up today! 



9 

 

 South County Spring 2012 Semester Enrichment Class Schedule  

Classes begin Jan.24 through Mar 28 and are subject to change. 

 
 +If your student plans to attend tutoring times, th ey must come prepared with their assignments, textbooks and  work they 
need help with. Lessons will not be created for the se times.  

*Math Tutoring will start on Jan. 3 and continue th rough May 29. 

 

Balboa Park Free Tuesdays As a public service, Park organizations offer free admission on a rotating 
basis on the first four Tuesdays of the month to San Diego City & County residents (with ID), active military & their de-
pendents. 
First Tuesday  
Reuben H. Fleet Science Center 
Centro Cultural de la Raza 
San Diego Model Railroad Museum 
San Diego Natural History Museum 

Second Tuesday  
Museum of Photographic Arts 
San Diego History Center 
Veterans’ Museum and Memorial Center 

Third Tuesday  
San Diego Art Institute 
Mingei International Museum 
San Diego Museum of Art 
San Diego Museum of Man 
Japanese Friendship Garden 
For more information please go to: http://www.balboapark.org/visit/tuesdays 

Day  Time  Grades  Class Name  Instructor  EU  

Tuesday  8:00-10:00  6-12   Math Tutoring * Kathryn Henderson 70/mo  

Tuesday  9:00-11:00  6-12   Writing Tutoring + Ms. Rachael  0 

Tuesday  10:30-12:00 6-12 Chemistry Lab Mr. Bob 0 

Tuesday 11:00-12:00 5-12 Math Games Ms.Catherine 0 

Wednesday  9:00-10:00  K-2  Literacy Ms. Diane 0 

Wednesday  9:00-11:00  3-6  Math Games Ms. Kim 0 

Wednesday  10:00-11:00  K-2  Nutrition Ms. Kim 0 

Wednesday  11:00-11:30 K-6 Lunch Staff Bring your lunch 

Wednesday  11:30-12:30  K-2 Math Games Ms. Catherine 0 

Wednesday  11:30-12:30  3-6 Art Mr. Bob /Ms. Rachael 0 

Wednesday  12:30-1:30  K-6 Zumba TBD 
Outside  
provider 

Tuesday 12”00-1:00 6-12 LUNCH Staff Bring your lunch 

Wednesday 10:00-11:00 3-6 Writing Ms.Diane 0 

��������������	
���������

Fourth Tuesday  
San Diego Air & Space Museum 
San Diego Automotive Museum (last admission 3:45pm) 
San Diego Hall of Champions 
SELECT House of Pacific Relations International Cottages 

 
Fifth Tuesday  
Normal museum prices in effect. The Timken Museum of 
Art is always free. 
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· Continue exploring your career options: explore our Ca-
reer and Exploration link for career planning, college and 
scholarship/financial aid search http://
www.gsdacademy.com 

· Attend FREE ACT/SAT, financial aid and college fairs. 
Visit the http://sandiegocalsoap.com/ website and click 
onto Events Calendar. 

· Study, study, & study — Your GPA may determine what 
college you attend.  

· Plan and take the SAT I, SAT II or the ACT if required by 
your colleges of interest. 

· Complete your career plan activity and meet with your 
consultant to review results. 
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· ��������

· Meet with your consultant to review your spring 
course plan. Make any necessary changes. 

· Review your first semester grades with your con-
sultant. 

· January is usually the regular admissions deadline 
for most colleges. 

· Submit your Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) form. Keep a copy for your records. 

· Begin requesting scholarship applications. Visit 
www.fastweb.com and 
http://www.sdcoe.net/scholarships/ for scholarship 
ideas. 

· Complete your career plan activity and meet with 
your consultant to review results. 

· If you are graduating this semester, complete the 
exit interview with your consultant. 
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Got labels???    Clip Campbell, Post & more 
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rewards for our school! 
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������������ While our school is strong financially the 

state is spending less money each year for education.  Your 
support will allow us to provide some of the ‘extras’ that 
make our program so vibrant.  Our school will receive a re-
bate of 4%-10% for every grocery item, book, game, elec-
tronic device or any other product you purchase through the 
Amazon School Rewards program, without costing you an-
other penny.  You can access the link through the GSDA 
website (click on Support Our School) or visit this My School 
Rewards Store link. 

 
 
 
 
Turn your shopping trip into easy cash for GSDA, and 
encourage friends to do the same! Just look for the 
Box Tops logo on hundreds of products like Cheeri-
os®, Hamburger Helper® and Kleenex®, in almost eve-
ry aisle of the store. All you need to do is clip and 
bring them to your site.  Each one is worth 10¢ for 
GSDA to go toward books and other school supplies. 


